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Practical & sustainable greenkeeping 
in Denmark
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• Thomas Pihl

• Course manager 

• Furesø Golf Club

• 27 holes + Par 3 

• 1700 members

• High-end members 
club.  
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• Parkland course

• Protected area

• USGA greens

• Fescue dominated

• Natural soil – Sandy 
loam – high variation 
in organic content.
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• No use of pesticides 
for 8 years

• Last 2 years, 
permission to use 
some pesticides.  

• New dilemma 
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Point to the east 
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• Turfgrass diseases

• Weed control

• Pests
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No Pesticides = No safety net = Consequence?

• Finding the right balance
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The toolbox
• Irrigation

• Fertilization

• Mechanical treatment

• Pesticides

• Biostimulants

• Etc. 
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• Changed behavior

• Wrong decisions have 
greater influence

• Minimize the risk of bad 
decision making

• How?
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• Getting the basic right

• Many variations 

• How do you know? 
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• Knowing is better than
guessing

• Data collection

• Research (STERF)

• Experience groups

• Education
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More knowledge! -- Research 
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Big and small 



17-09-2018 14

Experience group – Tour de Fungus



17-09-2018 15

Snowmold 2013-2017
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Surveys – Players First
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Communication
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Communication
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Joint project
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• Help the club to make the 
best decisions

• Support the greenkeepers
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Heel erg bedankt


